
My grandmother made these tuques from scratch: 
the only part thing she didn’t do herself was shear 
the sheep!  On shearing day, she would select the 
best fleeces for handspinning.  Working with one 
fleece at a time, she would scour (wash) the wool, 
then flick it and run it through a drum carder to 
produce bats for spinning.  She spun the yarn and 
plyed it to create a chunky 2-ply yarn that would fall 
between a ‘medium’ and ‘bulky’ weight.  After 
washing the yarn again, the knitting would 
begin.  The tuques were knit flat (as opposed to 
circular) and then sewn up the side.  I have modified 
her pattern slightly to create a seamless hat.  

Yarn: 2 3/4 ounces (80 g) of worsted-weight yarn for 
the main colour and 1/2 an ounce (15 g) of 
contrasting colour. 

Needles: 1 set of four 4.5 mm / US 7 (I also used 
4mm / US 6 for a slightly tighter knit) double points.  
You may also wish to knit the main body of the hat 
on a circular needle and then move to the double 
points when you begin to decrease. 

Gauge: 20 sts on 26 rows = 4" (10 cm), though gauge 
is not crucial. 

Instructions: 

Cast on 96 sts. 

Join sts in round and rib (K2, P2) for 9 rounds. 

Rib in contrast colour for 6 rows, carrying main 
colour up each row. 

Return to main colour and rib until the piece 
measures 9 inches (23 cm) from the cast-on edge.  

(K2tog, P2) for one round.  

(K1, P2) for 6 rounds.  

(K1, P2tog) for one round.  

(K1, P1) for four rounds.  

(K3tog) for one round.  

Slip remaining sts onto end of yarn and tie off. Sew 
in ends of yarn.  Wash. 

Fold about four inches of the hat upwards (as 
pictured) and lay flat to dry. 

This pattern works in multiples of 12.  For a smaller 
hat, cast on 86 sts.  For a really large hat, cast on 
108 sts. 

Always hand wash your hand-knit wool tuques.  To 
make them extra soft, add some hair conditioner to 
the rinse water. 

Notes on yarn amount: 
My first sample used 2 1/4 ounces of yarn for the main 
colour and 1/4 ounce of yarn for the contrast colour.  My 
second sample used exactly 64 g of brown yarn and 6 g 
of white yarn.  (For some reason, I  measured the first in 
ounces and the second in grams).  The yarn is about 225 
meters (246 yards) / 4 ounce skein.  Doing a bit of math, 
this means that the length of yarn used was about 130 
meters of brown yarn and 13 meters of white yarn. 

For my samples, I used our alpaca/wool blend in 2-
ply mule spun yarn in natural brown and white. 
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The first flocks of sheep arrived on Lasqueti Island 
with the very first two families that settled there 
permanently.  Since that time, sheep have survived 
the windy winters, misty springs, dry summers and 
wet falls along the rocky shores of the island.  Herds 
of feral sheep roam freely, occasionally mixing with 
domestic herds.  

Lance and Lucile Johnson settled on Lasqueti in 
1948, and today, their children and grandchildren 
continue to live on and work the farm.  Our 
domestic sheep herd includes a wide mix of 
genetics: Cheviot, Suffolk, Clun Forest, Romney, 
Dorset… and of course, the Lasqueti Island Feral 
Sheep.  The sheep range over the several hundred 
acres of dry pasture, wet swamp, rocky shore front, 
shaded forest.  The wool they produce is fine and 
tightly crimped. 

In 2004, one of Lance and Lucile’s granddaughters 
decided to put a new spin on the family business by 

purchasing alpacas and establishing a farm in 
Errington, BC. 

Fibre Care: To maintain the wool’s natural water 
proof quality and to prevent felting, it is strongly 
recommended that you hand wash only with 
minimal agitation in cool to warm water.  Add a 
teaspoon of hair conditioner to the rinse water.  To 
maintain the shape of knitted items, it is 
recommended that you lay flat to dry. 

Our yarn is spun on ‘working antiques’ in Carstairs, 
Alberta.  The carding machines at the mill date from 
the 1880’s to 1910, and their spinning mule – the 
only spinning mule still used in Canada – was built in 
1912. 

Yarn, rovings, batting and finished products are 
available for sale through Alpacas of the Coast.  
Please contact Skye for more information:  
250.248.9929 / 250.954.5466  or 
info@alpacasofthecoast.com. 

By purchasing this product, you are 
directly supporting local, family 

farmers.  By working with our fibre or 
wearing our knitted garments, you 

are participating in a rich part of our 
cultural heritage. 

www.alpacasofthecoast.com 

A family tradition… Lasqueti Island Sheep Wool 


